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Just BYOB to These Wine-Storage Facilities
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By CHARLES PASSY

America is a nation of wine lovers—U.5. sales topped $30 billion in 2007, according to the Wine
Institute—but we're also a nation of wine hoarders, as ewidenced by the number of wine-storage
facilities.
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‘Getahead off now
Enterprising companies offer lovers of the

grape a place to stash those precious wines
In secure, temperature-controlled settings
worthy of a four-figure bottle of Bordeaus.
There's a reason for all the fuss: Wines not
stored at the proper temperature (typically 55
to 58 degrees) or in the proper environment
(somewhere dark) can easily go bad. Many
storage facilities take semice a step further,
from helping collectors catalog their bottles to
accepting shipments directly from out-oftown
wineries or wine sellers. To see if such
storage businesses live up to the hype, we
visited four facilities of various sizes, styles
and prices.

DOWHLOAD THE APP ¥

Store Wine Storage

Expand yvour access to WSJ.com

=leek lockers at Store Wine Storage in Palm Beach
Gardensg, Fla., above. WMiltarian facilties at WineCare
Storage in Mew York, below.

It only takes a moment
Click here to unlock your FREE access to more
newsletters, alerts and key analysis

| CLICK HERE g

International Wine Storage in Miami offered
some of the lowest rates—starting at just $22
per month to rent a shelf that can hold up to
12 cases (or 144 bottles). If you're looking for
storage with a certain upscale pedigree, you
might be in the wrong place. The facility is
part of a much bigger, all-purpose self-storage
firm, replete with a loading area where used
books and office furniture were on sale.
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The facility doesn't offer individual lockers—
your wine goes on shelves, stacked right
above or below the wine of other collectors.
But since all wine must be stored in
individually numbered boxes or cases, there's
no mistaking whose wine is whose on those
shelves. Plus, a helpful sales agent explained
that access is fairly imited—you can't enter
the temperature-controlled (57 degrees) vault
without an employee—and a backup
generator guarantees continuous power. As
far as any additional serices, the sales agent
explained that the company can receive shipments in your name and can assist with packing
boxes (so they're shelf-ready). What if yvou feel like opening a bottle on the spot? "We have a
corkscrew,” the agent said.
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At Store Wine Storage, about 80 miles to the north in Palm Beach Gardens, Fla., it's all about

0Old-School Dim News Hub: Honda EMW's Shares
the extras. The private tasting room—more like a clubby conference room—is available to Sum Making Hybrid May Be The
) 1:56 Challenges Ultimate Drive
renters, who pay rates starting at $59 per month for a 2-foot by 2-foot, temperature-controlled Tovota 044

(55 degrees) locker that can hold 10 to 15 cases. Plus, the company offers its own cataloging 0:58
system and can arrange for messenger-style delivery of wines from the facility to your home.
Perhaps most impressive was the space itself—a modern marvel of stone and wood that's so
decidedly inviting you hardly noticed it was also part of a larger, traditional self-storage facility.
Security features were also abundant, from the expected (a backup generator) to the utterly
high-tech (you access your locker after a biometric system affirms your identity via fingerprint).
The company also touts that the building can withstand up to a Category 4 hurricane.
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Mew York's WineCare Storage—a high-end outfit that started in 2005—aoffers shelf-style storage
(as opposed to private lockers) at rates that start at 540 per month for up to 17 cases of wine,
kept at 55 degrees, with backup power. But it excels in concierge-style amenities—boasting a
service that can deliver that special bottle from its cellars to your door within three hours. It also
has a Web-based inventory-control system and a "certification” service that ensures the wine is Most Popular -

the appellation and vintage as indicated on the bottle. A lot of these extras cost, well. extra— fead INER s
cataloging alone runs $1.80 a bottle_
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Finally, we headed west to Seattle’s Esquin Wine Merchants, a retailer that has a storage
facility within its shop. The obvious attraction here is the whole ease of the experience—a
customer can go from purchasing one of the 4,000 wines on sale at the store to moving it to a
locker (the smallest unit, with a nine-case capacity, runs 318 a month) in the back in an instant.
The storage area wouldn't wow a collector by looks alone—it's basic but clean and tidy; still, the
shop promises it's maintained at the right temperature {roughly 55 degrees).
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FPerhaps the biggest drawback of all: Esquin’s storage area has limited hours, since it's
accessible only when the shop itself is open. Then again, that could give wine collectors all the

excuse they need to buy another bottle. B

—Jane Hodges and Nancy Matsumoto contributed to this article.
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Wine Spectator magazine
et 2 Risk-Free issues. Direct from the publisher.
www. winespectator.com

Wine.com: Official Site
Buy Highly Rated Wine at Low Prices3Shop the #1 Rated Online Wine Store
www . Wine.com

Jefferson Business Center
One Stop Shop 4 FedEx-shipping-packaging-warehouse-storage-logistics
www jeffersonabc.com
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